
Having just completed the year 2024, the 'New Year' is seen and heard all around us. However, the question remains as to what
should be a Muslim's take on these events. Upon the passing of a year, the common trend is to celebrate; people have birthday
parties, wedding anniversaries etc. However, in certain spheres this is not the case; take the example of a businessman who at
the end of the (financial) year will first take stock of the past year. He will meticulously go through the accounts of the past
year taking into account every single penny. He will check to see if he made a profit, and if so then how can he make more in the
coming year. He will check his expenses: where did he spend his money? Can he make further savings? All of this is done so that he
can make the coming year more profitable than the one that has passed.

This should be the case at the end of the year in every Muslim's life for we too have been sent to this world as businessmen with
the commodity of time; which is life. We will have to one day give account for every second in the Court of Allāh ta'ālā, when our
books of deeds shall be presented.
'We will bring forth a book for him that he will find wide open, (and We will say to him) 'Read your book. Enough are you today to

take your own account.' (17:13-14)

'Umar radhiyallāhu 'anhu, emphasising the same, says:
'Take stock of your own lives before Allāh ta'ālā reckons you. And assess yourself before you are assessed by Allāh. And

prepare yourselves for the great summoning.'

It is our belief that on the Day of Judgement Allāh ta'ālā will reckon us for everything that we did in the world.
'On the day when everybody shall find present before him whatever good he did and whatever evil he did, he will wish there

would have been a wide space between him and that (day).' (3:30)

No matter how minute or trivial an act we did, we will find that it is present in our book of deeds.
'So, whoever does any good act (even) to the weight of a particle will see it. And whoever does evil (even) to the weight of a

particle will see it.' (99:7-8)

This will be to the extent that in awe people will say:
'Woe to us! What a book is this! It has missed nothing, minor or major, but has taken it into account.' Thus they will find

whatever they did present before them, and your Lord will not wrong anyone.' (18:49)

We need to keep this reality in mind and spend our lives with regular reflection on our actions with Murāqabah and Muhasabah.
Murāqabah means to supervise and oversee oneself to ensure that he/she stays away from disobediences of Allāh ta'ālā and
spends every moment seeking the Pleasure of Allāh ta'ālā. Muḥasabah means taking account of one's activities at the end of
the day, week and year; and thanking Allāh ta'ālā for the ability to have performed any good actions and seeking forgiveness
for any sins one may have committed. Insha'allāh, if this is adhered to, then we will see a great change in our lives. We will find
ourselves spending every second of our lives with great care.

The end of a year is a time to reflect and say to yourself, "Another year from my precious life has passed. Who knows how many
more years, if any, I have remaining?" Let us spend them in those avenues that bring the pleasure of Allāh ta'ālā and stay away
from those things that bring His displeasure, so that we can meet Allāh ta'ālā in a state that He is pleased with us.
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The famous muhaddith (expert in Hadith), faqeeh (jurist) and imaam of tasawwuf (self-rectification)- Hadhrat Mawlana Rashid Ahmad

Gangohi rahmatullahi alayh was born in a village south west of Saharanpur known as Gangoh. This village was known for it's pious

personalities such as Shah Abdul Qudoos Gangohi and Shah Abu Saeed Gangohi rahmatullahi alayhima.

Hadhrat Mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi rahmatullahi alayh was born on Sunday 6th Dhul Qa'dah 1244AH (1829) at mid-morning.

His initial Islamic education commenced in his home village of Gangoh by a local teacher Qutub Bakhsh Gangohi rahmatullahi alayh. From an

early age his intelligence and alertness was apparent to everyone. At the age of seven his father, who was also an alim (scholar) - Mawlana

Ahmad Ali Sahib, left this world leading him to be brought up by his paternal grandfather and mother. From a young age Hadhrat Mawlana

had inclination and love for Islam because of which he pursued seeking the knowledge of Deen. He studied some books of Farsi (Persian)

under his maternal uncle Mawlana Muhammad Taqi in Karnaal and some under Mawlana Muhammad Gauth sahib rahmatullahi alayhima

in Gangoh. He also studied his primary Arabic books under Mawlana Muhammad Bakhsh Rampuri Sahib rahmatullahi alayh.

In 1262 AH (1846) Mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi rahmatullahi alayh travelled to Delhi at the age of 17 to pursue further Islamic education;

this is where he came under the tutelage of Ustadhul Asaatizah (Teacher of teachers) Mawlana Mamluq Ali Nanotwi Sahib rahmatullahi

alayh. He studied further sciences of Deen together with Mawlana Muhammad Qasim Nanotwi Sahib rahmatullahi alayh with whom he

developed a deep, lifelong friendship. He completed his Dars e Nizaami in 1265 AH (1849) at the age of 21 studying under erudite ulama, most

notably studying Hadeeth under Shah Abdul Ghani Muhaddith ad Dehlawi rahmatullahi alayh.

After completing the Dars e Nizaami he returned back to Gangoh where he taught many subjects till 1300 AH. From 1301 AH he taught all the

books of Sihah Sittah (the six most authentic compilations of Hadeeth) all by himself! He would start in Shawwaal with the Sunan of Tirmidhi

and teach all the books one by one by the end of Sha'baan. This is clear testimony of his in-depth knowledge of all the sciences of academia and

deep insight into the science of Hadeeth.

In the path of Tasawwuf Hadhrat Mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi rahmatullahi alayh pledged bay'ah on the hands of Sayyidut Taa'ifah

Haji Imadadullah Muhajir Makki rahmatullahi alayh; the circumstances leading up to this bay'ah are a story in themselves.

Hadhrat mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi rahmatullahi alayh undertook a journey to Thanabhawan where another pious personality by the

name of Hadhrat Mawlana Muhammad Thanwi rahmatullahi alayh resided. The reason for this journey was to debate with him on an

academic issue. It so happened that he passed by Haji Imdadullah Sahib rahmatullahi alayh who he knew from his student days in Delhi as Haji

Imdadullah rahmatullahi alayh would visit Delhi often. Haji Sahib enquired the reason for his visit to Thanabhawan, Hadhrat mawlana Rashid

Ahmad Gangohi rahmatullahi alayh replied that he was on his way to debate with Hadhrat Mawlana Muhammad Thanwi rahmatullahi alayh

on an academic issue. Hearing this Haji Sahib rahmatullahi alayh remarked "oh oh, tawbah tawbah, we shouldn't intend to do that! He is from

our seniors". 

Hadhrat Mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi rahmatullahi alayh understood and accepted this advice and upon invitation, instead came to the

khanqah of Haji Sahib. After spending a few days in the khanqah he requested Haji Sahib rahmatullahi alayh to accept him at his hands for

bay'ah, which Haji Sahib rahmatullahi alayh refused. However Hadhrat Mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi rahmatullahi alayh stuck to his

objective and did not slack in his resolve. Upon seeing this determination Haji Sahib rahmatullahi alayh accepted him and within a short period

of time he excelled in the path of tasawwuf, eventually receiving khilafah from Haji Sahib rahmatullahi alayh. 

Whilst giving khilafah Haji Sahib said to Hadhrat Mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi rahmatullahi alayh, "Mia Rashid Ahmad! The bounty

Allah ta'ala had bestowed upon me, I have given to you; now it is up to you to excel and increase in it."

When mentioning this statement to his students and mureeds (spiritual disciples) he was asked " Hadhrat, what happened after that"? He replied

"I annihilated myself (in this cause)." Hadhrat annihilated himself in self-rectification to such a degree that the green handmade quilt his mother

had given him to cover himself during cold nights had lost its colour due to excessive crying.

Hadhrat mawlana Rashid Ahmad gangohi rahmatullahi alayh was also a freedom fighter and fought against the British empire together with

Haji imadadullah Sahib and Hadhrat Mawlana Muhammad Qasim Nanotwi rahmatullahi alyhim during their rule over India.

It was all done because of the love of Deen and concern for the imaan of the Muslims of India. It was with this worry and concern that Darul

uloom Deoband came into existence of which Mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi rahmatullahi alayh was a patron.

He continued teaching academic and spiritual knowledge till 1313 AH (1892),when due to loss of eyesight Hadhrat was unable to continue. From

1314 AH (1893) his focus was totally on the spiritual field, training his mureeds towards tazkiyatun nafs (inner spiritual rectification).

At the age of 78 this shining sun of Islam left this temporary abode on Friday 8th Jamaduth Thani 1323 AH (1902) whilst the jumu'ah adhaan

was being called out. He passed away as a result of a snake biting him whilst he was performing tahajjud salaah. Such was Hadhrat's shear

devotion in salaah that he did realise he had been bitten until his khuddaam (attendants) noticed before the Fajr salaah that Hadhrat was

bleeding profusely. 

May Allah have mercy on Hadhrat's soul, grant him the best of rewards for his service to Deen and bless us with the love of his chosen servants.

Aameen

Our Pious Predecessors
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The status of Parents
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In the sixth year of hijrah , a group of Sahābah radhiyAllāhu 'anhum were sent on a mission by our Beloved Nabī
sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam to a place called Najd. The tribe of Banā Hanīfah lived in this area, their leader was

Thumāmah Bin Uthāl. He was an idol worshipper and a great enemy of Islam. He was captured and brought before
Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam in Madinah. Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam ordered for him to be tied to a

pillar in the masjid and instructed the sahābah radhiyallāhu 'anhum to show kind treatment towards him. 

The next day when Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam passed Thumāmah he asked him, ”O Thumāmah! What do
you think of me?” Thumāmah replied: ”I only think good of you. If you decide to take my life then I am deserving

of it. And if you are kind towards me then I will be grateful. And if you desire wealth then ask for whatever you
wish.” On hearing this Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam remained silent and went away. The next day Nabī

sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam passed by Thumāmah and asked him the same question. Thumāmah realised that Nabī
sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam is very caring and kind. That's why he replied,“If you are kind towards me then I will be

grateful.” On hearing this, Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam once again remained silent and went away. 
As days were passing, Thumāmah was getting an opportunity to spend time in the Masjid of Nabī sallallāhu

'alayhi wa sallam. He was also able to stay in the company of Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam and the Sahābah
radhiyallāhu 'anhum. He would closely watch them  pray salāh, hear the recitation of the Glorious Qur'ān, and see

how Muslims worship Allah ta'ālā. The spiritual environment and kind treatment was having a good effect on
Thumāmah. On the third day, when Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam asked the same question Thumāmah
replied,“I have the same answer that I gave to you yesterday.” Thumāmah had full belief in the excellent

charectar of Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam and hoped to be freed. Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam then
ordered for Thumāmah to be released and said, “O Thumāmah, I have forgiven you and set you free.” 

The three days spent in the masjid caused Thumāmah to like Islam and he was won over by the noble charectar of
Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam and the Sahābah radhiyallāhu 'anhum. The moment he was set free, Thumāmah
headed towards a garden of date-palm trees close to the masjid. He took a bath and returned to the Masjid. He
then embraced Islam and said, “I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship but Allāh. And I bear witness
that Muhammad sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam is His messenger.” He then turned towards Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi
wa sallam and said, “By Allāh, O Muhammad! There was no face on the surface of the earth more disliked by me

than yours, but now your face has become the most beloved face to me. By Allāh, there was no religion more
disliked by me than yours, but now it is the most beloved religion to me. By Allāh, there was no town more disliked

by me than your town, but now it is the most beloved town to me.” Thumāmah radhiyallāhu 'anhu devoted the
rest of his life for the sake of Islam and teachings of our beloved Nabī sallallāhu 'alayhi wa sallam. 

Lessons: 
1. A Muslim always shows good charectar to everyone, even towards those who have wronged him. 

2. Staying in the company of the pious people will have a good effect on us and bring us closer to Allāh ta'ālā.

Thumāmah Bin Uthāl
radhiyallāhu 'anhu


